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Rev. Dr. Haywood Gray, who serves as Exec-
utive Secretary of the General Baptist State
Convention of North Carolina.

| would like to commend First Baptist
Church of Kannapolis for their 100 years of
service and dedication to our community, and
| wish them well as they begin their journey to-
wards the next 100 years.

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in con-
gratulating First Baptist Church of Kannapolis
on the occasion of their 100-year anniversary.

——————

IN REMEMBRANCE OF HAROLD
“LEFTY” ENCARNACION
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Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today with a heavy heart to pay tribute to a
devoted community leader, respected busi-
nessman, and loving father, husband, and
dear friend, Harold “Lefty” Encarnacion.
Sadly, Lefty, as he was affectionately known,
passed away Tuesday, October 13, 2015. A
candlelight vigil was held the very next
evening with over 100 members of the com-
munity in attendance to share stories and give
remembrance to Lefty and his service to the
Columbus, Georgia community. A funeral
service will be held on Wednesday, October
28, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. at Ambassadors of
Christ Fellowship in Columbus, Georgia.

Harold “Lefty” Encarnacion was born on
May 10, 1953 in the Bronx, New York to Puer-
to Rican immigrants. He worked as a mainte-
nance supervisor at Fort Hamilton in New
York and ran a small nightclub. Looking for a
safer and more peaceful place to raise their
family, Harold and his wife, Millie, moved to
Columbus, Georgia in 1983.

Upon arriving, Harold worked numerous
jobs, including cab driving. Millie was a man-
ager at a food market. After noticing a lack of
resources for the Latino population of Colum-
bus, Harold and his wife opened their own
grocery store called Millie’s International Mar-
ket in Columbus, which sold a variety of ethnic
foods and seasonings. The store quickly be-
came a staple in Columbus, as well as a com-
munity center for the area’s Hispanic and Car-
ibbean populations.

Although Millie’s was successful in bringing
together the Latino community of Columbus,
Lefty believed there was more to be done to
unify and empower this segment of the popu-
lation. He managed Columbus’ only Hispanic
radio station, UNIDOS 107.7 FM until it closed
in 2014. But in 2013, after many years of plan-
ning, Lefty partnered with Columbus City
Councilor, Mimi Woodsen, to launch the inau-
gural Tri-City Latino Festival.

The Tri-City Latino Festival is a tremen-
dously successful celebration, and now a tra-
dition, that brings together the Latino commu-
nities in the Chattahoochee Valley to celebrate
this vibrant culture. It shows that this is an
area that thrives on its diversity and unites
members of the community to honor the strug-
gle, sacrifice and success of their ancestors
from Spain, Mexico, the Caribbean, and Cen-
tral and South America.

Lefty was a beloved community leader and
pioneer and his contributions to the city of Co-
lumbus will be remembered for years to come.
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More so, his kindness and emphatic resolve to
push his community forward will live on
through those who knew and loved him. On a
personal note, | am proud to have called Lefty
my friend of many years.

Mr. Speaker, my wife Vivian and |, along
with the more than 700,000 residents of the
Second Congressional District, salute Harold
“Lefty” Encarnacion for his efforts to empower
the Latino population of Columbus, Georgia
and his everlasting commitment to his commu-
nity. | ask my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives to join us in extending our deep-
est condolences to Lefty’s family and friends
during this difficult time. We pray that they will
be consoled and comforted by an abiding faith
and the Holy Spirit in the days, weeks and
months ahead.
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Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Connie O’Day from Pearland,
Texas for winning this year's Islamorada Light
Tackle Tournament.

The Islamorada Light Tackle Tournament is
one of several fishing tournaments put on by
the International Women’s Fishing Association.
Connie proved her skill in what used to be a
male-dominated sport. During the tournament,
all of the contestants braved the strong winds,
but it was Connie’s team that won the day.
Her boat, guided by Captain Mark Gilman,
beat the elements and the rest of the competi-
tion by catching the most fish. Now, | have to
ask, when does Pearland get to go to the
O’Day house for some fresh fish?

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Connie for winning the tournament and
bringing the gold to Pearland.

———

RECOGNIZING DR. WILLIAM (BILL)
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Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, | would like to take this time to recognize
the life of Dr. William (Bill) T. Stanley. Born in
Lebanon, Bill grew up in Kenya and moved to
the United States with intentions of becoming
an animal scientist.

Bill was in charge of some 29 million objects
and specimens at the Field Museum in Chi-
cago. Scientists and students would reach out
to Bill for his resourcefulness in their respec-
tive fields of study. He helped many graduate
students reach their potential with his assist-
ance on their theses and dissertations. His
knowledge and ability to explain specimens in
detail motivated his audience to engage and
learn.

Reaching his goals of becoming a mamma-
lian researcher, Bill's character touched the
lives of everyone he came in contact with. Bill
was known not only for his research but also
his ability to fill the room with his good spirits
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and incredible sense of humor. Bill will be
missed by his family, friends and the mamma-
lian research community to which he devoted
his life.

| would like to thank Dr. William T. Stanley
for his strong leadership and contributions to
the city of Chicago. His legacy will live on and
may he rest in peace.

———————

HONORING THE LIFE OF CHRIS
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Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Chris West of Concord, North Carolina,
who passed away far too soon on August 22,
2015, after a four year fight with cancer. We
send our prayers and sincerest condolences
to his parents, Brian and Michelle West, the
entire West family, his friends, and the Jay M.
Robinson High School community.

Born on August 19, 1998, Chris dedicated
his short life to serving others, even in the
face of battling such a horrific disease. During
his four year fight with Hodgkin’s lymphoma,
Chris has made national headlines for his self-
lessness and his desire to care for others. A
prime example of Chris’ selflessness is rather
than celebrating a successful bone marrow
transplant in a personal way, like many of us
would, Chris performed 100 random acts of
kindness for others in his community. During
his struggle with cancer, Chris was never
known to ask for anything; that is until his 17th
birthday. The only thing Chris wanted for his
birthday were birthday cards, and the commu-
nity he gave so much to responded by send-
ing him more than 10,000 cards.

In a recent People magazine feature about
Chris’ request for birthday cards, he was
quoted as saying “I like going to the mailbox.
It's just an exciting feeling and it makes me
feel special.” | can say, without a shadow of
a doubt, that Chris was a special individual,
and | hope he knew that every day of his life.
Our community will greatly miss his kind heart
and indomitable spirit, and he will be remem-
bered as a shining example of the best among
us

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in com-
memorating the life of Chris West, who in his
short life taught us that no matter what dif-
ficulty life may throw at us, we should always
take time to serve others.
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OF NEW JERSEY
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Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, on October 23,
2015, due to unforeseen circumstances, | was
not present to vote on H.R. 3762, the Restor-
ing Americans’ Healthcare Freedom Reconcili-
ation Act of 2015, introduced by Representa-
tive TOM PRICE. Had | been present, | would
have voted NO on final passage of H.R. 3762,
roll call No. 568.
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